
Regional Contacts 

Phone: 717-787-3904     Email: nassrfoner@usda.gov 

 Pennsylvania – King Whetstone, Regional Director 

 Delaware-Maryland– King Whetstone, Regional Director 

 New England – King Whetstone, Regional Director 

 New Jersey – Bruce Eklund, State Statistician 

 New York – King Whetstone, Regional Director 
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Farm Computer Usage and Ownership Highlights 
 
General computer usage and internet access categories increased from 2017 to 2019 in the United States. Nationally,  
75 percent of farms reported having access to the internet, with 73 percent of farms having access to a desktop or laptop 
computer. Farms that used a desktop or laptop computer to conduct farm business was up 1 percent from 2017. Over half 
of the farms in the United States used a smart phone or tablet to conduct farm business, compared to 44 percent in 2017. 
 
In 2019, 26 percent of farms used satellite and 22 percent of farms used a Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) to access the 
internet. Since 2017, Satellite and DSL continue to be the most popular choices that United States farms use to access the 
internet. 
 
 
Farm Computer Usage – Northeastern States and United States: 2017 and 2019 

State 

Farms 

With desktop or laptop 
computer access 

That own or lease desktop 
or laptop computers 

2017 2019 2017 2019 

(percent) 

Maryland 1  ....................................  
New Hampshire 2  ..........................  
New Jersey  ...................................  
New York  ......................................  
Pennsylvania  ................................  
 
United States 3  ..............................  

74 
83 
89 
83 
58 

 
72 

79 
89 
89 
83 
66 

 
73 

65 
78 
80 
80 
56 

 
68 

71 
84 
80 
77 
62 

 
69 

 

State 

Farms 

Using desktop or laptop 
computers for farm business 

Use smart phone/ 
tablet for farm business 

With 
Internet access 

2017 2019 2017 2019 2017 2019 

(percent) 

Maryland 1  .....................  
New Hampshire 2  ...........  
New Jersey  ....................  
New York  .......................  
Pennsylvania  .................  
 
United States 3  ...............  

48 
55 
56 
66 
40 

 
48 

48 
64 
56 
62 
40 

 
49 

55 
45 
58 
56 
35 

 
44 

55 
58 
58 
56 
39 

 
52 

70 
83 
91 
83 
62 

 
73 

77 
94 
91 
81 
64 

 
75 

 1 Includes Delaware and Maryland. 
 2 Includes Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont. 
 3 Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 
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Use of Internet – Northeastern States and United States: 2017 and 2019 
[Agricultural inputs include seed, fertilizer, chemicals, veterinarian supplies, feed, machinery, replacement parts, farm supplies, office equipment, etc.  
Agricultural marketing activities include direct sales of commodities, on-line crop and livestock auctions, on-line market advisory services, commodity 
price tracking, etc.] 

State 

Farms 

Purchase agricultural 
Inputs 

over Internet 

Conduct agricultural 
marketing activities 

over Internet 

2017 2019 2017 2019 

(percent) 

Maryland 1  ....................................  
New Hampshire 2  ..........................  
New Jersey  ...................................  
New York  ......................................  
Pennsylvania  ................................  
 
United States 3  ..............................  

23 
42 
42 
42 
26 

 
24 

36 
41 
44 
42 
24 

 
24 

21 
26 
27 
25 
18 

 
19 

31 
33 
27 
24 
14 

 
19 

 1 Includes Delaware and Maryland. 
 2 Includes Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont. 
 3 Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 

 

 

Primary Method of Internet Access – Northeastern States and United States: 2017 and 2019 
[Primary method of Internet access for those operators who have access to the Internet] 

State 

Farms 

Dialup DSL Cable 

2017 2019 2017 2019 2017 2019 

(percent) 

Maryland 1 …………….. 
New Hampshire 2 …….. 
New Jersey …………… 
New York …………….. 
Pennsylvania …………. 
 
United States 3 ……….. 

2 
3 
1 
2 
4 
 

3 

1 
1 
- 
1 
1 
 

3 

12 
38 
25 
30 
35 

 
28 

21 
34 
30 
25 
39 

 
22 

26 
46 
43 
34 
28 

 
16 

19 
42 
31 
28 
30 

 
16 

 

State 

Farms 

Fiber optic Mobile Satellite Other/unknown 

2017 2019 2017 2019 2017 2019 2017 2019 

(percent) 

Maryland 1 ....................  
New Hampshire 2  .........  
New Jersey  ..................  
New York  .....................  
Pennsylvania  ...............  
 
United States 3  .............  

9 
6 
8 
2 
3 
 

9 

9 
7 
8 
2 
3 
 

12 

18 
4 

12 
18 
20 

 
19 

22 
4 

20 
21 
20 

 
18 

25 
2 
2 
8 
5 
 

23 

25 
10 
9 

21 
5 
 

26 

8 
1 
9 
6 
5 
 

2 

3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
 

3 

- Represents zero. 
 1 Includes Delaware and Maryland. 
 2 Includes Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont. 
 3 Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 

 
For the complete “Farm Computer Usage and Ownership” report, go to:  

https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/h128nd689 

The “Farm Computer Usage and Ownership” report and all other NASS reports are available online at www.nass.usda.gov. 

 

### 

NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to providing timely, accurate and useful 
statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or 
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 

https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/h128nd689
http://www.nass.usda.gov/

